AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pastor Aaron Dawson

Twelfth Sunday of Pentecost
August 16, 2026

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS/WELCOME

INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Congregation: Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (pg. 56 LBW)

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: Ifwe say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins,
God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

P: Most merciful God, C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. C: Amen

OPENING HYMN LBW #530 “Jesus Shall Reign”

GREETING (pg. 57 LBW)
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. C: And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE (pgs. 58-59 LBW)

P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

C: Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: We worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the
Father; receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen

SALUTATION (pg. 62 LBW)
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. P: Let us pray.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and to give
more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those
things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy
to ask, except through the merit of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

RESPONSIVE PSALM PRAYER: Psalm 67

L: May God be merciful to us and bless us, show us the light of his countenance, and come to us.

C: Let your ways be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations.

L: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

C: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the
nations upon earth.

L: Let the peoples praise you, O God, let all the peoples praise you.

C: The earth has brought forth her increase; may God, our own God, give us his blessing.

L: May God give us his blessing and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.

SECOND LESSON: Romans 11:1-2, 29-32

Please stand for the procession of the cross, bowing as it passes by,
and remain standing until the cross is returned to its base.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION LBW #559 “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
(Please rise)

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 15:10-28

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 15" chapter. Congregation sings: Glory to you,
O Lord. (After Gospel is read) P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SONG OF RESPONSE LBW #564 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON Pastor Aaron Dawson
HYMN OF THE DAY LBW #290 “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”
(Vs. 1,3-4)

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. On the
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
L: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.



SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY (pg. 66 LBW) (Please rise) Congregation Sings: Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,
and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we
may be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers
we offer now. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER (pg. 67 LBW) P: Merciful Father, C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving
what you have first given us — our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING (pgs. 68-69 LBW)

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: Itis right to give him thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right and salutary...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER (pgs. 69-71) & LORD’S PRAYER

LAMB OF GOD (pg. 72 LBW) Congregation Sings: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

POST COMMUNION BLESSING, CANTICLE & PRAYER (pgs. 72 LBW) (Please rise as you
are able) Congregation sings: Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev’ryone what he has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. He recalls his promises and leads his
people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia. Alleluia.

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. C: Amen

CLOSING HYMN LBW #370 “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”

DISMISSAL
P: Goin peace. Serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Lord, make us mindful of the joy your grace can be to us.
Grant us the gift of your presence, we pray.
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP We come together to "call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised"
(Psalm 18:3, NRSV). All are sincerely welcomed to this service of worship and praise.

DOORS LOCKED The following doors will be left unlocked after the church service begins: both
sanctuary doors on the east and west and the sanctuary door on the south. All other doors will be locked
shortly after the church service begins and unlocked right before the church service ends. This is being
initiated to help ensure the safety of our parishioners. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL PLANNING MEETING will be held on Sunday, August 23", immediately after
church in the Crucifixion Room (first Sunday School outside the Chapel).

CONFIRMATION PARENT MEETING will be held on Wednesday, August 26", at 6:00 p.m. in the
Bible Study/Confirmation Room. Please see Pastor for more information.

DISCOVER THE GOD WHO CHERISHES YOU In the 7-session study on Hosea, Jennifer
Rothschild unpacks the story of an unlikely couple, an unusual courtship, and an illicit affair. But the
marriage didn’t end; instead, a love story began. It’s Hosea and Gomer’s love story and it is your love
story. You’ll understand that when you’re looking for identity, God calls you His own. When you feel
enslaved, God frees you. When you wander away, God brings you home. No matter where you are, God
sees who you are and loves you faithfully. His unfailing love changes everything. We will start this study
on Wednesday, September 16™, at 1:00 p.m. in the Women’s Bible Study room. If you are interested,
please contact Deanne Rosenbeck by Tuesday, September 1%, so that our workbooks can be ordered.
The cost of the workbook will be $22. Please text/call or email Deanne at 217-621-8816 or
dwattjes@hotmail.com. See you “Gomer” girls in September.

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY will be studying the Psalms starting in October. We will
be ordering workbooks for this study, so if you would like to attend, please let Pastor or the church office
know.

FUNERAL DISHES If you have brought a dish recently for a funeral luncheon, please check the
kitchen counter for those that have not been picked up. Thank you!

ATTENTION USHERS When you are ushering on a Sunday morning, please check-in with the
Worship Steward on duty when you arrive at church. This assures the Worship Steward knows you have
arrived and can assign you the area you are to cover.

CELEBRATING HOLY COMMUNION If you are a baptized believer, trusting that the life giving
and sustaining power and presence of Christ is truly present in bread and wine, we welcome you to the
Lord’s table. Children who commune in their home congregations are welcome to commune; those who
are not currently communing at the Lord’s table are invited to come forward for a blessing keeping their
hands to their sides. The center of each tray holds light colored, non-alcoholic juice for those with special
circumstances. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request for those with allergies.

BROADCAST/FLOWER CHART The cost to sponsor the broadcast on WPXN is $50. The cost to
provide flowers for Sunday is $25. Please sign up on the chart outside the Narthex and call the office
with the details to print in the bulletin.

FOOD PANTRY The Community Service Center of Northern Champaign County Food Pantry is in
need of non-perishable food items. Donation boxes are located in the Narthex and in the entryway
outside the church office.



NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS:
Isaiah 51:1-6; Psalm 138; Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20

THIS WEEK

Sunday, August 16
9:00 a.m.  Worship Service
10:00 am.  Adult Sunday School
Women’s Bible Study

Monday, August 17
12:30 p.m.  Quilting

Tuesday, August 18
5:00 p.m.  Bell Choir Practice
6:00 p.m.  Choir Practice
6:30 p.m.  Elders Meet
7:00 p.m.  Church Council Meeting

Thursdav, August 20
9:00 a.m.  Bible Study

Sunday, August 23
9:00 a.m.  Worship Service
10:00 a.m.  Adult Sunday School
Women'’s Bible Study
SS Planning Meeting

Radio Broadcast Sunday Mornings at 9:45 a.m. on WPXN 104.9FM



